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thought highly of Knolles's style; and, though he found it some-
times vitiated by false wit, considered it 'pure, nervous, elevated
and clear/ To Horace Walpole, Knolles was tiresome, but Southey
admired him, and Byron, writing shortly before his death at
Missolonghi, said,
Old Knolles was one of the first books that g-ave me pleasure when I was
a child; and I believe it had much influence on iny future wishes to visit the
Levant, and gave perhaps the Oriental colouring which is observed in my
poetry.
Some books issued at the time, like Robert Johnson's transla-
tion, TJie Travellers Breviat, or an histortcall description of the
most famous Kingdomes in the World (1601), were merely accounts
from many sources of the character and peoples of various
countries. These were volumes intended for the entertainment
of such as remained at home, and the instruction of those who
desired to widen their experience by travel. Peter Heylyn's
Microcosmus: a little Description of the Great World, which
appeared augmented and revised in 1625, was of the same character.
After going through several editions, it was published in an enlarged
form in 1652 under the title Cosmographie, in Four Bookes; con-
taining the Chronoffraphie and Historie of the whole World, and,
in that form, was several times reprinted It is an illustration
of the avidity with which descriptions of foreign countries were
welcomed by English people. Heylyn was no more than an indus-
trious compiler, who surveyed the world at large, its diversities,
countries, cities, peoples, customs and resources, with encyclopaedic
interest and general intelligenca A serious volume much worthy
of note is George Sandys's A Relation of a Jmtrney begun
An. Dom. 1610, which is descriptive of Turkey, Egypt, the Holy
Land, Italy and other places. Narratives of land travel began
to increase in number, to satisfy the universal curiosity, which
craved a knowledge of the peoples of foreign lands, thereby
leading also to the publication, in Italy and elsewhere, of volumes
illustrative of the costumes of various countries.
To another class of books belongs the volume entitled Ooryats
Crudities, Hastilie gobled up in Jive moneths traveUs in France,
Savoy, Italy, Rhetia, commonly called tlie Orisons country,
Helvetia alias Switzerland, some parts of high Germany and the
Netherlands; newly digested in the hungrie aire of Odcoutibe in
the County of Somerset, 1611* Coryate was a literary oddity, and
his book is a curiosity. The son of George Coryate, rector of
Qdcombe, and born in 1577, he was educated at Oxford, and
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